An Archaeological Survey of the Sudan
At Gebel Barkal there has been so much building,
destruction, and reconstruction in different ages that
detailed reference to the existing ruins is impossible
without plans. The great temple of Amon was founded
in New Empire times, but it was practically rebuilt by
Kankhi and added to by Tirhaka. To-day only the back
part of the temple which survives belongs to the Ethiopian
period. The pylons and pillars of the forecourt belong to
a Meroitic reconstruction between 200 and 100 B.C., and
the plaster on these to a still later reconstruction after
20 B.a The rock-cut temple at the foot of the north-
eastern face of the mountain was built by Tirhaka, and
the ruins which lie between this and the Great Temple
are chiefly those of the temples of later Ethiopian kings.
The pyramids at Barkal belong to the two periods,
300-225 B.C. and 100-20 B.C., when there appear to have
been rival capitals at Napata and Meroe (see below).
They are later than the Nuri pyramids and contemporary
with some of the earlier ones at Begrawiya (Meroe). They
lie in three groups, and the oldest pyramid is the largest
of the middle group. Chronologically it follows im-
mediately after the last royal pyramid at Nuri and dates
from about 280 B.C. The latest pyramid at Barkal is also
in this middle group. It is the small ruined pyramid at
the extreme north-west of the group, and Dr. Reisner
believes it to be that of the one-eyed Queen Candace
mentioned by Strabo and dates it to about 22 B.C. (It
may here be mentioned that " Candace " is not a proper
name but a corruption of a Meroitic title meaning " queen.")
At Merowe, on the outskirts of the modern town, are
the ruins of a temple built by Tirhaka, and the foundations
of a building which Prof. Griffith suggested may have been
the royal treasury. Here also are the cemeteries of the
ancient town which were excavated in 1913. Ethiopian
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